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Languages


Learning Outcomes

After reading, studying, and discussing the chapter, students should be able to:

Learning Outcome 5.1.1:	Understand how languages are classified.
Learning Outcome 5.1.2:	Identify the world’s largest language families.
Learning Outcome 5.1.3:	Identify the distribution of Indo-European and Sino-Tibetan, the two largest families.
Learning Outcome 5.1.4:	Identify the distribution of the largest language families other than Indo-European and Sino-Tibetan.
Learning Outcome 5.2.1:	Identify the origin, diffusion, and current distribution of Indo-European branches.
Learning Outcome 5.2.2:	Identify processes of origin and diffusion of a language branch and a family.
Learning Outcome 5.2.3:	Understand processes underlying current distribution of English.
Learning Outcome 5.2.4:	Understand the concept of lingua franca.
Learning Outcome 5.2.5:	Understand the official status of English and other languages.
Learning Outcome 5.3.1:	Understand the ways that dialects vary.
Learning Outcome 5.3.2:	Understand the distribution of principal U.S. dialects.
Learning Outcome 5.3.3:	Understand challenges in distinguishing between some languages and dialects.
Learning Outcome 5.3.4:	Understand how some countries embrace more than one language.
Learning Outcome 5.4.1:	Understand the classification of languages by severity of threat to their survival.
Learning Outcome 5.4.2:	Understand how some lesser-used languages are being protected.
Learning Outcome 5.4.3:	Understand geographic factors resulting in isolated and extinct languages.
Learning Outcome 5.4.4:	Understand processes of creation of new languages.
Chapter Outline

Key Issue 1: Where Are Languages Distributed?

Language is a system of communication through speech, a collection of sounds that a group of people understands to have the same meaning. Language is an important element of culture that people value. Beginning an analysis of the geographic elements of cultural values with language is useful because it is the medium through which other cultural values, such as religion and ethnicity, are communicated.

Introducing Languages Most people in the United States only know how to speak English. Only 
8 percent of college students and 18 percent of high school students take foreign language courses in the United States, whereas in Europe, 75 percent of elementary school students and 94 percent of high school students learn English in addition to their native languages.

Language and Migration Language and migration are geographic areas of interest that share many connections. For instance, the contemporary distribution of languages across Earth can be attributed to the past migrations of peoples. An example in the world can be seen in Madagascar, where the native language is a part of the same language family as languages spoken in Indonesia and the Philippines. According to researchers, migrants traveled to Madagascar from Indonesia about 2,000 years ago. The common language between the two populations diverged as contact was lost, and the Malagasy language developed into a distinct language over the course of many generations. Geographers analyze the similarities among languages to explain the diffusion and interaction of people around the world.

Classifying Languages Earth’s cultural diversity is readily apparent through the collection of languages spread across its continents. According to Ethnologue, one of the most authoritative sources of languages (see: ethnnologue.com), there are an estimated 7,102 languages, including 90 spoken by at least 10 million people, 304 spoken by between 1 and 10 million people, and 6,708 spoken by fewer than 1 million people. The distribution of some languages is easy for geographers to determine, while others (especially in Africa and Asia) can be difficult (or perhaps even impossible). Ethnologue categorizes languages into five classes: institutional, developing, vigorous, in trouble, and dying. Of the world’s 7,102 languages, 578 are institutional, 1,598 are developing, 2,479 are vigorous, 1,531 are in trouble, and 916 are dying.

An institutional language is a language used in education, work, mass media, and government. The official language of a country is a designated institutional language, used by the government for laws, reports, and public objects such as road signs, money, and stamps. Many countries have more than one official language and may require all public documents to be in all languages. A literary tradition is a component of a(n) (institutional) language, meaning that a written system exists alongside the spoken system. While thousands of literary traditions existing in the world help geographers study the total number and distribution of languages in the world, languages with no written system present problems for researchers trying to examine them.

A developing language is spoken daily by people of all ages in a population. While the spoken system of a developing language may be relatively widespread, a literary tradition may not be as widely distributed. A vigorous language is spoken daily by people of all ages in a population, but has no literary tradition at all. As their names imply, languages in trouble and dying are considered by Ethnologue to be in various phases of disappearing from use.

Organizing Language Families Languages can be organized into families, branches, and groups. A language family is a collection of languages related through a common ancestral language that existed long before recorded history. A language branch exists within a family, comprising a collection of languages that are related through a common ancestral language that existed several thousand years ago. The connections between languages in a branch can be seen in archaeological evidence. A language group is a collection of languages within a branch that share a common origin in the relatively recent past and exhibit many similarities in grammar and vocabulary.

Language Families Figure 5-3 is illustrative of the divisions and relationships that exist between language families, branches, groups, and individual languages. Each language family is displayed as an individual tree at ground level, as differences between families predate recorded history. Some linguists have speculated that current conceptualizations of language families descend from larger superfamilies, circa tens of thousands of years ago. Quentin Atkinson, a New Zealander biologist, posits that all languages originate in Africa, attributing this to the complexity and diversity of languages present in Africa today. According to Ethnologue, there are 142 language families. Indo-European and Sino-Tibetan are the two language families used by the most people today, by about 1 billion people. Additionally, 7 language families are used by between 100 million and 500 million people, and 5 language families are used by between 9 and 100 million people.

Two Largest Language Families Figure 5-6 displays language families with at least 9 million native speakers across the globe. The two language families with the most speakers are Indo-European and Sino-Tibetan, spoken by about 1 billion people.

Indo-European Indo-European is the most extensively used language family, evidenced by its predominant usage in Europe, South Asia, and North and Latin America. Four branches of Indo-European are widely used (Indo-Iranian, Germanic, Romance, and Balto-Slavic), while four other branches are spoken by relatively fewer people (Albanian, Armenian, Celtic, and Greek).

Sino-Tibetan Sino-Tibetan is the second-largest language family in the world as it includes Mandarin (known by the Chinese as Putonghua, or “common speech”), the world’s single most-spoken language.  The languages of China generally are a part of the Sinitic branch of the Sino-Tibetan family. Although other Sinitic branch languages are spoken by at least 20 million each in China, the People’s Republic of China government has imposed Mandarin across the country as its official language.

Other Large Language Families 12 other language families and their distribution are discussed in the following sections.

Southeast Asia Language Families The three largest language families present in Southeast Asia are Austronesian, Austro-Asiatic, and Tai-Kadai

Austronesian Approximately 6 percent of the world’s population speaks languages of the Austronesian family, with most speakers concentrated in Indonesia. As Indonesia is composed of several thousand different islands, many distinct languages and dialects can be found across the country – according to Ethnologue, 706 living languages are spoken in Indonesia. The most spoken first language in Indonesia is Javanese, spoken by 84 percent of the population (mostly on the island of Java).

Austro-Asiatic The Austro-Asiatic language family is used by approximately 2 percent of the world’s population, with Vietnamese being the most widely used language in the family. Written Vietnamese features a roman alphabet, a vestige of Roman Catholic missionaries work in the country in the seventeenth century.

Tai-Kadai The Tai-Kadai family was once categorized as a branch of Sino-Tibertan. The primary languages of this family are spoken in Thailand and adjacent areas of China. Some scholars believe that populations speaking Tai-Kadai languages may have migrated from the Philippines.

East Asia Language Families Japanese and Korean are the two most commonly used language families in Asia, excluding those in China.

Japanese Written in part with Chinese characters, Japanese also uses two systems of phonetic symbols, used either in place of Chinese characters or alongside them. While the original form of writing Japanese was influenced by the Chinese writing system, the two languages are structurally distinct.

Korean The Korean written system, known as hankul, is distinct from Japanese and Sino-Tibetan languages in that each letter represents a sound, as in Western languages. A majority of Korean vocabulary originated from Chinese words.

Other Asian Language Families In South Asia, the Dravidian language family is predominately used. The Altaic and Uralic language families were originally conceived to be one language family; however, recent studies have determined that they have disparate geographic beginnings.

Dravidian Dravidian languages are spoken primarily in southern India. Telugu and Tamil are the two most commonly used Dravidian languages. Dravidian is less studied than other widely used language families, and was present in South Asia prior to the arrival of speakers of Indo-European.

Altaic The Altaic languages are theorized to have emerged from the steppe areas bordering the Qilian Shan and Altai mountains between Tibet and China. Turkish is the most commonly used Altaic language. After the Soviet Union took control of Central Asia in the mid-twentieth century, the use of Altaic languages was suppressed. After the dissolution of the Soviet Union in the early 1990s, the countries of Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan adopted Altaic languages as their national tongues.

Uralic The Uralic languages originated from a common language spoken by people in the Ural Mountains region of Russia. Dating back some 7,000 years, Estonians, Finns, and Hungarians all use the Uralic language family.

African Language Families There is a dispute among language scholars regarding the categorization of African languages into families – as a matter of fact, scholars cannot even concede on the exact number of languages used in Africa (Ethnologue describes 2,146 languages in Africa, with only 699 having a literary tradition). Africa is home to the world’s third- and fourth-largest language families: Afro-Asiatic in North Africa and Niger-Congo in sub-Saharan Africa.

Afro-Asiatic Arabic is the primary Afro-Asiatic family language, with 206 million people speaking it as an official language across two dozen countries in Southwest Asia and North Africa. In addition to Arabic, most people use a second language that is distinct from official Arabic. Ethnologue describes 
34 individual Arabic languages apart from the official Arabic. Many of the 1 billion Muslims across the world speak some Arabic, as Islam’s holiest book, the Quran (Koran) was written in the seventh century in the language. Hebrew is also a member of the Afro-Asiatic language family, being the original language of Judaism’s Bible and Christianity’s Old Testament.

Niger-Congo More than 95 percent of sub-Saharan Africans use a language from the Niger-Congo family. Yoruba, Igbo, and Swahili are the three most commonly spoken Niger-Congo languages. Nigeria is home to the Yoruba and Igbo languages, while Swahili is the first language of 15 million people and the second language of 25 million people across Africa. Although it is spoken by a great number of people, Swahili is the official language of only one country: Tanzania. While local languages dominate individual villages, Swahili is used by people to communicate with outsiders. Swahili developed through interactions between African groups and Arab traders, so its vocabulary has a pronounced Arabic influence. Swahili is one of the few African languages with a thorough literary tradition.

Nilo-Saharan 43 Million people spread across north-central Africa speak languages of the Nilo-Saharan family. This family is instructive in the debate scholars have had regarding the classification of 
Nilo-Saharan languages – despite relatively few people speaking these languages, there are six branches, along with many groups and subgroups.

America’s Other Language Family: Quechuan Quechuan is the most widely used language family in the Western Hemisphere aside from Indo-European. Its speakers are mostly concentrated in the Andes Mountains of western South America. According to Ethnologue, 9 million people use a Quechuan language, comprising 44 distinct tongues. Quechuan Cusco is the sole Quechuan language with over 1 million speakers. Spanish is generally a first language for speakers of Quechuan languages. Aymara is another indigenous language of the Andes, with approximately 3 million speakers located in Bolivia.

Key Issue 2: Where Did English and Related Languages Originate and Diffuse?

Roughly one-half of the world population use a language of the Indo-European family, with the roots of the family tracing back before recorded history.

Distribution of Indo-European Branches Eight branches make up the Indo-European language family, with four being extensively spoken, and four others comprising fewer speakers.

Germanic Branch English is part of the West Germanic group of the Germanic branch of the Indo-European language family. Other West Germanic group languages include Dutch, Flemish, Frisian, Afrikaans, and German. The other important Germanic group is North Germanic. The North Germanic group includes four languages spoken in Scandinavia—Swedish, Danish, Norwegian, and Icelandic.

Romance Branch The Romance branch is composed of descendants of Latin and stretches from Portugal along the Mediterranean to Slovenia and a pocket in Romania and Moldova. Many Romance languages have multiple dialects, some of which may be variously considered languages in their own right. The four most widely used Romance languages are Spanish, Portuguese, French, and Italian. Romanian is separated from other Romance languages by Slavic-speaking countries.         

Indo-Iranian Branch The Indo-Iranian branch is the Indo-European language family with the most speakers. The Indo-Iranian branch includes the Indic group which is the main language group in densely populated India, Pakistan, and Bangladesh. These languages include Persian (also called Farsi) in Iran, Pashto in eastern Afghanistan and Western Pakistan, and Kurdish. The most commonly used language in the Indic group is Hindi. The Iranian group (Iran and southwest Asia) is separate from the Indic group.

Balto-Slavic Branch Slavic was once a single language, but differences developed when a group of Slavs migrated from Asia to Eastern Europe. The Slavs were isolated from each other and the languages changed over time. The Balto-Slavic branch is further divided into East Slavic and Baltic language groups and these groups include the Russian, Ukrainian, and Belarusian languages. These languages are used in former Soviet countries, with Russian being the most widely spoken. The Balto-Slavic branch also is divided into the West and South Slavic language groups that cover an area in Eastern Europe from Poland to Macedonia. The West and South Slavic group includes Polish, Czech, Slovak, Bosnian, Croatian, and Serbian languages.

Origin and Diffusion of Indo-European The geographic processes of origin and diffusion have played a role in the extant distribution of languages across the world. While these roots can be traced throughout history, language families predate any recording of their development and spread, allowing scholars to only speculate about their beginnings. The origin and distribution of the Romance language branch and the Indo-European language family illustrate these circumstances.

Origin and Diffusion of Romance Languages The Romance languages developed from Latin. The Romans helped diffuse Latin from the Atlantic Ocean on the west to the Black Sea on the east and encompassed all lands bordering the Mediterranean Sea. Most people in the provinces controlled by Rome learned Vulgar Latin, which was a form of Latin used in daily conversation instead of the strict dialect that was used for official documents. After the Roman Empire collapsed, communication among the former provinces declined that distinct languages began to evolve.

Origin and Diffusion of Indo-European Since all members of Indo-European language families are related, they must come from a common origin. Linguists generally accept that all the Indo-European languages descended from a single ancestral language, but disagree on where the language originated and the process by which it diffused. Two hypotheses of the language family’s origin are the Nomadic Warrior Theory, and the Sedentary Farmer Theory.

Nomadic Warrior Theory According to archaeologist Marija Gimbutas, the first Proto-Indo-European speakers were the Kurgan people of central Asia, specifically the area near the border between present-day Russia and Kazakhstan. The Kurgan people were among the first to domesticate horses and use chariots, leading them to migrate in search of grasslands for their animals. The Kurgans traveled westward through Europe, eastward to Siberia, and southeastward to Iran and South Asia, conquering much of Europe and South Asia between 3500 and 2500 B.C.

Sedentary Farmer Theory In a theory posited by archaeologist Colin Renfrew, the Indo-European language family’s roots stretch back even further than the dominance of the Kurgans, with its first speakers living in the eastern part of present-day Turkey circa 6700 B.C. Following this theory, 
Indo-European language diffused into Europe and South Asia in concert with agricultural practices rather than by military conquest.

Origin and Diffusion of English When the Celts landed on the shores of the British Isles around 2000 B.C., they brought with them the Celtic languages. Tribes from mainland Europe invaded the Celtic people around A.D. 450, driving them to remote northern and western parts of Britain, including Cornwall and the highlands of Scotland and Wales.

Germanic Invasion Three primary tribes invaded the British Isles: the Angles, Jutes, and Saxons. The Jutes invaded from northern Denmark, the Angles from southern Denmark, and the Saxons from northwestern Germany. The languages spoken by these three tribes have each played a role in the evolution of Modern English. In fact, the name England stems from “Angle’s Land,” with Angles being spelled Engles in Old English. Before recorded history, all Germanic peoples spoke a common language, allowing differences that developed between Germanic languages to be used in studying their evolution. Other peoples and languages played a role in the development of English over history, such as the Vikings coming from Norway to northeastern England in the ninth century,

Norman Invasion In 1066, England was conquered by the Normans from present-day Normandy in France. This invasion was key in the divergence of today’s English from the current German language. From the time the Normans invaded until the mid-fourteenth century, French was the official language of England. However, while the entitled class (such as the royal family and nobility) spoke French, the majority of people (who had little education) continued to speak English. After the Statute of Pleading was enacted by Parliament in 1362, English once again became the official language of England. Modern English is influenced by both its Germanic and French descent.

Diffusion of English The colonial legacy of England over the course of four centuries had an enduring impact on the contemporary distribution of English speakers around the world. England’s conquests brought its language to North America, Ireland, South Asia, the South Pacific, and southern Africa. While English was the official language of countries colonized by England, generally only the rulers installed by the crown and a select group of elite local residents could speak it. The United States’ colonized territories also played a role in English’s diffusion in the twentieth century, most notably in the Philippines, where it is still an official language today.

Combining English with Other Languages New languages are being born through the combination of English and other languages. Three examples are most apparent: Franglais, Spanglish, and Denglish. Franglais is mixture of French and English; Spanglish combines Spanish and English; Denglish is an amalgamation of German and English.

Global Importance of English In the era of globalization, a common language is essential for the global connections that have developed to not only remain, but also grow. English is the most important language of international communication. However, with the omnipresence of English, populations that don’t use English as a first language must be wary of the potential tradeoffs in placing their native languages in a secondary role.

Lingua Franca A language used for international communication are known as Lingua Franca. To aid trade, speakers of two different languages use a lingua franca by mixing elements of the two languages into a simple common one. Meaning “language of the Franks,” the lingua franca was originally applied by Arab traders during the Middle Ages to the language they used to communicate with Europeans, whom they called Franks. The increasing importance of English as a lingua franca can be seen by the percentage of students learning English as a second language in school – more than 90 percent of students in the European Union learn English in either middle or high school. In some places, pidgin languages are used for communication with speakers of other languages. A pidgin language borrows words and grammar rules from a lingua franca, and combines them with some elements of other languages. A pidgin language has no native speakers – it is always spoken in addition to one’s native language.

English on the Internet The Internet has acted as a solidifying force for ensuring English’s digital dominance. More than one-half of all Internet content is in English, meaning that some knowledge of the language is crucial for engagement with others online. The U.S.-based Internet Corporation for Assigned Names and Numbers (ICANN) has played a role in the abiding dominance of English on the Internet – this organization manages the assignment of domain names and the suffixes following the dot, such as “com” and “edu.” Since 2009, however, domain names in characters other than Latin, such as Arabic and Chinese, may be used, potentially eroding the ubiquity of English online.

Chinese: The Next Lingua Franca? The large number of people who speak Chinese languages affects the probable rise of Chinese in social media. In addition to the sheer amount of people who will come to speak Chinese languages, the way the languages are written broadens their appeal. Chinese languages are written with logograms, which are symbols that represent words or meaningful parts of words. Considering this, Chinese would be an ideal language for Twitter, where messages are limited to 140 characters in English.



Official Languages Some countries designate one or more languages as official. The official language is employed by the government to enact legislation and conduct other public business. In some countries, the official language is the only one primarily used in public schools. Europe is home to a large number of official languages, with the E.U. recognizing 24 official and working languages. In 58 countries, English is an official language, more than any other language. More than 2 billion people live in a country that has designated English as an official language, whether they can speak it or not. Although English is primarily spoken in Australia, the United Kingdom, and the United States, it does not hold official status in these countries.

Key Issue 3: Why Do Individual Languages Vary among Places?

A dialect is a regional variation of a language distinguished by distinctive vocabulary, spelling, and pronunciation. Generally, speakers of one dialect can understand speakers of another dialect. A subdialect is a subdivision of a dialect. Two subdialects of the same dialect have relatively few differences, primarily in pronunciation and vocabulary. These dialects and subdialects are of keen interest to geographers, as they generally reflect distinctive features of the environments in which groups live.

English Dialects Due to its widespread diffusion around the world, English has an especially large number of dialects and subdialects.

American and British English The colonists from England who settled along the Atlantic Coast in the seventeenth century established English as the dominant language of North America. Isolation from one another allowed British and U.S. English to develop differences in three key ways – vocabulary, spelling, and pronunciation.

Vocabulary New objects and experiences allowed for a unique vocabulary to develop in U.S. English. The new landforms witnessed by settlers, such as large forests and mountains, were given names. Native Americans lent many words to U.S. English, such as raccoon, moccasin, and canoe. As technological advances occurred on both sides of the Atlantic, they were given different names – an elevator in the U.S. is referred to as a lift in England.

Spelling Differences in spelling between British and U.S. English can largely be attributed to Noah Webster, who with his first comprehensive American dictionary, set out to establish a unique national identity with his work (by dropping the u from many words, and substituting an s for c in many words).

Pronunciation Many words with unaccented syllables are pronounced more clearly in the United States as compared to in England. For example, “necessary” is four syllables long in U.S. English, while it contains only three in British English.

Dialects in the United Kingdom Dialects are also present within individual countries – in both the United States and England, distinct northern and southern dialects exist. In a language with multiple dialects, one dialect may be designated as the standard language, which is a dialect that is well established and widely agreed upon as the most acceptable for government, business, education, and mass communication. Received Pronunciation (RP) is the standard language in England, and is commonly used by elected officials, broadcasters, and actors. Three main dialects are spoken today in England – Northern, Midland, and Southern. The boundaries between these dialects are continually shifting, being influenced by migration patterns.

U.S. Dialects The distribution of dialects is examined through the use of particular words. Every word that is not used nationally has some geographic extent within the country and therefore has boundaries. Such a word-usage boundary is known as an isogloss. An isogloss can be constructed for each word.

Distribution of U.S. Dialects The four major dialects of the United States are reflected in individual regions: North, Midland, South, and West. The three eastern dialect regions can also be divided into several subdialects. The current distribution of U.S. dialects can be traced to differences in the origin of the English colonists along the East Coast. The early colonies were home to three dialects: North, South, and Midland. The diffusion of particular English dialects across the United States is a result of the westward expansion of colonists from the three East Coast dialect regions. The American West was settled primarily by people from the Midland dialect region; therefore, people from the North and South dialect region sound remarkably different to people there. While mass media has propelled some regionally distinctive words to national prominence, many words, such as the word(s) people use for soft drink, continue to very regionally,

African American English The forced migration of Africans to the United States during the eighteenth century to be slaves in southern colonies engendered the development of a dialect heavily influenced by this event. This dialect was created partially to communicate in a code that could not be understood by their white masters. Black dialect words such as jazz and gumbo have since diffused into the standard English language. After many African Americans migrated to the large cities of the Northeast in the twentieth century, they were segregated in both neighborhoods and schools, thus preserving this dialect, known as African American Vernacular English (AAVE), or Ebonics. Some in the African American community see this as a boon to preserving their cultural heritage, while others see it as an obstacle to success in the United States.

Appalachian English Appalachian English, spoken in areas such as rural West Virginia, is a distinct American English dialect. It shares qualities with Ebonics, such as using the double negative, and also adding “a” in front of verbs ending in “ing” (e.g. a-walking). The same advantages and disadvantages are seen in Appalachian English as those in Ebonics. Some speakers of Appalachian English and Ebonics are ”bidialectic,” in that they can speak both their regional dialect and the “standard” English dialect.

Creole Languages A creole, or creolized language, is a language that results from the combination of a colonizer’s language with the language of the indigenous people being oppressed. A creole language initiates when the colonized population adopts the languages of the oppressors, but makes some changes, such as simplifying the grammar and adding words from their native language, and are often considered separate languages from either descendant language. Examples include French Creole in Haiti and Papiamento in Netherlands Antilles.

Dialect or Language? Global-local tensions can often be seen in the characterization of dialects and distinct languages. Geographic concepts such as migrations, increased interaction (connections), and other globalization processes can be used to analyze the relationship between standard languages and dialects. In most cases of this scenario, the standard language strengthens while regional dialects are suppressed. In some instances, the drive for cultural identity has resulted in the development of distinct languages that were once characterized as dialects.

Dialects Become Languages The Romance branch of the Indo-European language family is illustrative of the difficulty in distinguishing languages from dialects.

Catalán-Valencian-Balear Catalán was once considered a dialect of Spanish, but is now recognized as a separate Romance language by linguists. Catalán is the official language of the country of Andorra, and the highly autonomous Catalonia province in Spain. In eastern Spain, it is spoken by approximately 
5 million people. Linguists have also identified distinct dialects of Catalán, such as Balear, spoken in the Balearic Islands of Majorca and Ibiza. Most linguists consider Valencian a dialect of Catalán, while many others consider it a language unto itself.

Galician Whether Galician, which is spoken in northwestern Spain and northeastern Portugal, is a dialect of Portuguese or a separate language remains a point of debate among speakers of Galician. Some, such as the Academy of Galician Language, view it as a separate language, while others, such as the Galician Association of the Language, see it as a dialect of Portuguese.

Moldovan Moldovan is generally recognized as a dialect of Romanian. However, it is written in Cyrillic letters, a legacy of Moldova being a part of the Soviet Union, while written Romanian uses the Roman alphabet.

Italy’s Languages Many regional dialects of Italian, such as Lombard and Napoletano-Calebrese, are now recognized by Ethnologue as sufficiently different to be recognized as separate languages.

Occitan Occitan is a language spoken in southern France and neighboring countries, derived from the name of the French region of Aquitaine. The French government has set up bilingual elementary and high schools called calendretas, teaching both French and Occitan.

Standardizing Languages In efforts to bolster a unified cultural identity, many governments have long promoted the designation of a single dialect as the official or standard language. In France, the Francien French dialect became the standard form of French as Francien was spoken in the Île-de-France region, where Paris, the largest city of the country, is located. Speakers of Spanish and Portuguese have formed councils representing versions of the languages spoken the world over and devised clear rules on grammar, vocabulary, and pronunciation to maintain linguistic and cultural unity.

Multilingual Places Multiple languages coexist in some countries, with varying levels of success. Some countries are relatively segregated concerning the geographic distribution of language, while others see speakers of multiple languages intermingle. This coexistence is peaceful in some countries, while others see cultural divisions among groups due to language differences.



Switzerland: Institutionalized Diversity Belgium and Switzerland are countries where language differences are readily apparent, as the boundary between Romance and Germanic languages run through both. Switzerland has seen more success in promoting coexistence among multiple languages compared to Belgium. The government of Switzerland recognizes four official languages (German, French, Italy, and Romansh), and delegates power to the local level, helping to preserve this linguistic harmony.

Canada: Bilingual Autonomy Canada recognizes two official languages, French and English. French speakers are most concentrated in the province of Québec, where they were politically disenfranchised for decades under minority rule by English speakers. Tensions between English and French speaking Québécois have eased in recent years, as neighborhoods in the Québec city of Montréal have become more linguistically blended.

Nigeria: Spatial Compromise Divisions in Nigeria can be drawn against linguistic, cultural, and religious boundaries. While Ethnologue recognizes 529 distinct languages in the country, only three are used by more than 10 percent of the country: Hausa, Igbo, and Yoruba. The northern portion of Nigeria is home to a majority of Muslims, while Christians make up most of the population in the south. In the wake of a civil war from 1967-1970 (stemming from the alleged discrimination of the southern Igbo by the northern Yoruba), the capital city was moved to the central city of Abuja, where no one culture or language is predominant.

Belgium: Barely Speaking Belgium is divided roughly in half by language – Southern Belgians speak French, while northern Belgians speak Flemish, a dialect of Dutch. Economic divisions are also evident in Belgium, with the northern region of Flanders being more economically prosperous than the disadvantaged southern region of Wallonia. These cultural, linguistic, and economic differences have led both regions to create autonomous governments, with residents of Flanders even advocating for full independence.

Key Issue 4: Why Do Local Languages Survive?

The distribution of a language is often an indicator of the fate of a cultural group – the more diffuse a language, the stronger the cultural identity associated with it is. While the dominance of English as a lingua franca has solidified its presence as the foremost globalizing language in the world, local diversity in language is now being both protected and preserved.

Endangered Languages 2,447 of the world’s 7,102 living languages are threatened with extinction, per Ethnologue. These languages persevere against globalizing forces through concerted community efforts. The South Pacific, Latin America, and North America are the world’s regions with the largest share of dying languages, due to the dominance of English, Spanish, and Portuguese in these areas.

Endangered Languages in the South Pacific Although the colonial legacy of English has set the language’s dominant position, languages that existed prior to the arrival of Europeans still remain. Australia promotes the usage of English as a force for cultural unity, while New Zealand views linguistic diversity as an important element of cultural diversity.

Australia Although Aboriginal Australian peoples make up only 1 percent of the country’s population, 211 indigenous languages have survived colonialism. Despite this linguistic diversity, fewer than 
10,000 people speak a non-English native tongue. Restrictions against immigration under a “White Australia” policy played a major role in promoting English as a primary language.

New Zealand 14 percent of New Zealand’s population is of Maori descent, with the Maori tracing their history to a migration by Polynesian people to the island nation over 1,000 year ago. Through recognizing Maori as an official language and establishing the Maori Language Commission, the government of New Zealand has enacted policies to preserve and protect the Maori language. Despite this seemingly attitude of inclusion, New Zealand actually has historically had more stringent immigration policies than neighboring Australia.

Endangered Languages in North America According to Ethnologue, the United States has 
61 languages in trouble and 142 languages classified as dying. These languages were largely spoken by Native Americans, whose older speakers are dying without teaching their language to their children. However, some languages are being “reawakened,” with increased education and cultural pursuits being undertaken (see: the Myaamia language).

Preserving Languages Some languages, such as languages belonging to the Celtic branch of the 
Indo-European family, are being preserved and protected. While these Celtic languages were widely spoken in present-day Germany, France, northern Italy, and the British Isles 2,000 years ago, today speakers exist in limited numbers in remote parts of Scotland, Wales, and Ireland and on the Brittany peninsula of France.

Brythonic Celtic The Celtic language branch is categorized into Goidelic and Brythonic groups. Speakers of Brythonic are concentrated in Wales, Cornwall, and the Brittany peninsula in France.

Welsh Welsh remained the primary language in the country until the nineteenth century, when many English speakers migrated there to work in coal mines and factories. As of 2014, 23 percent of the country speaks Welsh, while another 150,000 speakers live in England. The Welsh Language Society (Cymdeithas yr Iaith Gymraeg) has been a driving force in preserving and protecting the language, seeing that it is compulsorily taught in all schools and ensuring governmental and public use.

Cornish Cornish is the Celtic language that originated in the county of Cornwall in southwestern England. Although the last native speaker of Cornish died in 1777, a revival has seen 577 people alive today claiming to be fluent. Classes are taught in schools for both children and adults seeking to learn the language.

Breton Spoken in the Brittany peninsula of France, the number of people fluent in the language has declined from 1 million in 1950 to approximately 200,000 today, with three quarters of the speakers being over the age of 65. In addition to facing this generational problem, the French government has mandated French as the principal language of instruction in public schools.



Goidelic Celtic Irish Gaelic and Scottish Gaelic are the two remaining Goidelic languages.

Irish Irish is spoken by 94,000 people on a daily basis, with an additional 1.3 saying that they can speak it and use it occasionally. Usage of Irish is primarily limited to the remote areas of Ireland. After being banned by English colonizers in the fourteenth century, cultural pride in the language has helped preserve and protect it. In 2005, for instance, street signed in portions of western Ireland were banned, and many Irish musicians are now recording in Gaelic.

Scottish Gaelic 59,000 people, or 1 percent of the population, in Scotland speak Scottish Gaelic. The enduring cultural heritage of Scots can be seen in Robert Burns’ poem Auld Lang Syne (popular for New Year’s Eve celebrations).

Isolated and Extinct Languages The level of interaction among groups of people can be measured by the similarities and differences between their languages. Physical isolation has acted as a preserving and fatal force for some languages.

Isolated Languages An isolated language is a language that is unrelated to any other and thus not categorized in any language family. Limited interaction with other groups of people breeds a language that may be classified as isolated. Basque is an example of a vigorous isolated language, in that children in Basque society learn Basque as their first language. Basque is a remnant of languages that existed prior to the arrival of speakers of Indo-European languages, a heritage owed in part to their isolated location in the Pyrenees Mountains of Spain and France.

An Unchanging Language While Icelandic is not considered an isolated language due to its inclusion in the Germanic branch of the Indo-European language family, its geographic isolation has made it so that relatively few changes to the language have occurred over the past 1,000 years.

Extinct Languages An extinct language is a language that was once used by people in daily activities but is no longer in use. Since 1950, Ethnologue estimates that 367 languages have become extinct, at an annual rate of 6. Languages that face extinction are largely supplanted by languages diffused by globalization.

Introducing the Chapter

This chapter begins the text’s discussion of culture as something people value, or care about, as opposed to material things that people take care of.

Language issues are part of many debates over immigration, national identity, and separatist movements around the world. Start a discussion with the seemingly obvious observation that culture is difficult to communicate, and thus diffuse, across a language barrier.



Icebreakers

American Monolingualism

The chapter introduces the concept of language diversity with a discussion of how few languages most Americans speak or understand. Another way to introduce this is with the following joke:

Q: What do you call a person who speaks multiple languages?

A: A polyglot.

Q: What do you call a person who speaks two languages?

A: Bilingual.

Q: What do you call a person who speaks only one language?

A: American.

Follow this attempt at humor with a question on why so few Americans know more than one language. Answers will vary from the global prominence of English to the misconception that “English is easy.”

Dialects

Ask the students if they think they speak a particular U.S. dialect. Then go to this website: alphadictionary.com/articles/yankeetest.html

You can do this in class. Just have them put their answers down on a piece of paper and go over the answers when they are done. Your students will enjoy this.

Challenges to Comprehension

“English Is Easy”

Students who speak English and have since birth have the impression that English is an easy or “natural” language to learn while other languages are not.

Try having a conversation with the class on why so few Americans speak other languages other than English. A few students may volunteer that English is simple, but students with knowledge of other languages will be able to correct them. Some may also offer that it is not necessary to speak any other languages, which can prompt a discussion on globalization and the value of understanding other languages.

Assignments

Review/Reflection Questions
· Why do so few Americans speak another language other than English? Answer the question from a personal perspective and a national perspective.
· How do you think Americans who travel abroad but don’t speak other languages are perceived by residents of the places they visit? Compare this to the way recent immigrants to the United States are perceived by English-only speakers in the United States. Can a direct comparison be made? What is the difference between these situations?
· Debate continues over whether English should be the official language of the United States and whether schools should teach in languages other than English. Give an argument for school being taught only in English, and one supporting teaching with other languages in our schools. Which argument do you support, and why? Cite any references you use.
· Give several inoffensive examples of words you use that your parents wouldn’t understand. What does this reveal about the nature of languages?
· Apply the book’s comparison of language in multilingual states to this country. Which approach do you believe would work better, and why? Given current immigration tends, will this be a concern?

Toponym Analysis

Toponyms reveal a lot about the culture, history, and physical geography of your state. Find a detailed map of your state. It needs to have both political features (cities and counties) and physical features (rivers, mountains, and lakes) labeled.

First, identify what non-English language or languages are prominently used in your state’s place names. Are Native American words commonly used in your state’s place names?  Identify any place names that are transplanted from elsewhere (e.g., New London, Connecticut, or Rome, New York). What do these place names reveal about the cultural history of your state?

Next, identify any historical people used in your state’s place names (Columbus, Ohio, or Lincoln, Nebraska)? Some of the names of the people used in the place names of your state may be very important to the history of the local area, but unknown nationally. Places may also be named for the kings and dukes of the resident’s home country.

Lastly, identify any descriptions of physical features used in your state’s political place names (e.g., Grand Rapids, Michigan, or Long Beach, California)? Do these names accurately represent the physical landscape of the area? Are there any place names in your state that represent the native flora and fauna (e.g., Southern Pines, North Carolina, or Wolf Point, Montana)?

Summarize your findings in a few paragraphs. What other questions does your analysis raise?



Thinking Geographically Questions

5.1: As Chinese languages become increasingly important as lingua franca, what distinctive elements make it especially attractive to use, and which make it especially difficult to use?

Chinese languages are written primarily with logograms, making it difficult for non-speakers to learn thousands of different characters to adequately communicate. However, this may also be an attractive element of the language, in that it is a more “compact” written language.

5.2: The two theories of the origin of Indo-European depend on different views underlying the reasons that people migrate. Do you think the “war” theory or the “peace” theory better explains the migration of early humans? Why?

I believe the sedentary farmer is more accurate, as the evidence has more historical context (goes 2,000 years further back than the nomadic warrior theory).

5.3: According to Figure 5-28c, which dialects of British English are forecast to expand, and which are expected to contract by 2030?

The Southern dialect is expected to expand further northward, while the Midlands and Northern dialects are projected to contract by 2030.

5.4: What geographic factors might account for this changing distribution?

This changing distribution may be attributable to shifting migration patterns both to and within England.

5.5: Myaamia is an example of a reawakening language. What would have to happen for the language to become even more vigorous in the future?

The children of the people currently taking part in the revitalization of the language will have to continue efforts to protect and preserve the language. An essential piece of continuing this reawakening will be teaching their children the language, and ensuring their children also teach their children, and so on.

Pause and Reflect Questions

5.1.1: What forms of power would have moved boats 2,000 years ago?

Wind and human power would have moved boats 2,000 years ago.

5.1.2: Based on Figure 5-3, which four other languages with at least 5 million speakers belong to the same language family, branch, and group as English?

Afrikaans, German, Bavarian, and Dutch all have at least 5 million speakers and belong to the same language family, branch, and group as English.
5.1.3: Sino-Tibetan is the second-most widely used language family, but it appears on Figure 5-6 to encompass a smaller land area than several other language families. Why is this the case?

Because the areas where people speak languages belonging to the Sino-Tibetan language family are relatively more densely populated than, say, the Niger-Congo language family, which actually covers more land area.

5.1.4: Most languages are named for regions or countries. For example, based on their names, how would you expect the distributions of Austronesians and Austro-Asiatic to differ?

Austro-Asiatic, by virtue of its name, seems like it would encompass a comparatively larger area of the world, whereas Austronesian would be confined to the Australian/Polynesian area. This is purely conjecture based on the names alone, though.

5.2.1: Which branch predominates to the north in Europe, which to the south, and which to the east?

The Balto-Slavic branch predominates to the east, the Germanic branch predominates to the north, and the Romance branch predominates to the south.

5.2.2: Which hypothesis appeals more to you: the “war” hypothesis or the “peace” hypothesis? Why?

The “peace” hypothesis appeals more to me, because I would like to think that at their core, humans are peaceful.

5.2.3: School and University: Which word entered the English language through the German invasions and which through the Norman invasion?

School entered the English language through the German invasions, and university through the Norman invasion.

5.2.4: What is the title of the book in Figure 5-20? Type the letters into Google Translate.

The title of the book is тренировочные тесты. It translates to “Practice Tests.”

5.2.5: Is English an official language in your state?

Yes.

5.3.1: In what ways do you learn about differences between American and British English?

It is quite easy to familiarize oneself with British English through watching British television and movies, and reading British literature. It also helps to communicate directly with someone from the U.K., whether that be online or in person.

5.3.2: Does your English fall into one of these dialects? Why or why not?

Not especially. My dialect is a mixture of Chicago and “Inland South,” growing up in both locations and drawing words and pronunciations from both.

5.3.3: Does your Internet search engine show tildes, cedillas, and circumflexes?

My search engine does, however my keyboard doesn’t have dedicated keys for these accent marks.

5.3.4: What is the most widely used language in the same family as Hausa? What religion’s holiest book is written in that language?

The most widely Afroasiatic language is Arabic. Islam’s holiest book, the Quran (Koran) is written in Arabic.

5.4.1: Asia has 60 percent of the world’s population but only 20 percent of the world’s dying languages. Why might Asia’s large population centers have relatively few dying languages?

Because the effects of globalization may not have diffused fully to these areas, allowing for a diversity of languages. Parents may be continuing to teach their languages to their children, and the governments of these countries may also have policies implemented to help protect and preserve these languages.

5.4.2: Google Translate includes Irish and Welsh. Type something in English and see whether similar words are used in Irish and in Welsh and whether the words are similar to English.

“Good morning” is “maidin mhaith” in Irish and “bore da” in Welsh. They aren’t very similar at all to their English counterpart, although in the Welsh phrase I suppose “da” may be related to “day.”

5.4.3: Why do you think the sign in Figure 5-47 is written in both Icelandic and English?

Most likely because the government recognizes English as an official language, or perhaps they realize that with English’s status as a lingua franca, it would be wise to include an English translation for tourists who cannot speak Icelandic.

Explore

Use Google Earth to explore Wentworth Avenue in Chicago.

Fly to 2230 S Wentworth, Chicago, IL.

Use Street View to click on Wentworth Avenue.

1. What language other than English do you see?

Signs appear to be in Chinese.
2. What factors probably determine the amount of English used on signs along Wentworth Avenue?

For safety signs, the government probably mandates that the signage be in English. However, commercial signage may be in English to attract non-Chinese speaking customers.

GeoVideo Questions

1. What were the advantages to using Hebrew as the national language of Israel?

Israel is a nation of migrants, and the different groups of people that came to live in Israel spoke different languages. Russian was “too limited” and Yiddish was “polluted,” so they resolved to revive Hebrew as a standard language.

2. What are the disadvantages to using an ancient language in the modern world?

Many objects in the modern world do not have a word from Hebrew that can properly encapsulate their function or meaning, so some words are borrowed from other languages (see: hand brake) or old words are reconfigured to be associated with modern day objects.

3. How does the video explain using a modernization of an ancient term (such as for “battery”) and for using an English term (such as for “puncture”)?

Many objects had Hebrew words created for them, but did not “catch on,” so an English loan word was used in its place; in other instances, old words are reconfigured to be associated with modern day objects.

Resources

Ethnologue

This is the definitive online source for cataloging, documenting, and understanding world languages.
Lewis, M. Paul (ed.), 2009. Ethnologue: Languages of the World, sixteenth edition. Dallas, Texas: SIL International. Online version: www.ethnologue.com/

National Association for Bilingual Education

www.nabe.org/

U.S. English, Inc.

Despite widespread belief to the contrary, there is no official language of the federal government of the United States. Here is the website of one organization that hopes to make it so:

www.us-english.org/

Office of English Language Acquisition, U.S. Department of Education

http://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/oela/index.html

Connections between Chapters

Back to Chapter 4

An obvious parallel is comparing culture’s globalization and corresponding diminishment of folk cultures and cultural diversity to the globalization of English and the corresponding threat to smaller languages. While efforts to preserve both folk cultures and local languages are underway, globalization poses a threat to diversity in each case.

Forward to Chapter 6

A major difference between language and religion is the problem of exclusive adherence: While conflicts can arise over language differences, it is possible for people to learn more than one language and/or for translation to occur. Contrastingly, most religious ideologies prohibit the practice of more than one faith and strongly discourage communication with other religions for any purpose other than conversation!
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